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BCHA Member Makes Crosscut
Saws Available

By Darrell Wallace
 
BCH Washington member Tom Faubion has a deal for you:
he will GIVE you a crosscut saw if you agree to use it clearing
trails – no hanging it on a wall for decoration! Tom collects
old saws, cuts them down to a usable size, sharpens them
and puts a “D” handle on them – all at his own expense. He
has been sharpening saws since he attended Saw Filer
training at Nine Mile Remount Station in Montana over ten
years ago, and many Washington sawyers will testify to his
skills.

Tom objects to the shipping costs of about $100 per saw, so you may have to foot that bill;
but if you can arrange for your National Director to bring it home to you, Tom and Darrell are
arranging to bring saws to Casper, Wyoming this April for the NBM. Most of these saws are
42”, which cut 36” logs very well, and all have a helper handle for two-person sawing as
desired. If you need a longer saw, you will need to indicate the reasons. Tom points out that
these crosscut saws are useful not only in Wilderness; they can be started easily, need
neither gas nor extra chains, and are light to carry.

Tom’s conditions for gifting each saw:

1.   The saws are only given to a specific sawyer and not to an organization; it has been my
experience that an organization’s equipment is not the responsibility of anyone and the care
of that equipment is left to someone else with unfortunate results;

2.   Each sawyer must be Certified to use the saw on a Land Manager’s property; the
Certification must be achieved through an organization with a USFS Saw Agreement and
must include the requirements for accountability set forth by the Uniform Saw Policy of the
USFS;

3.   Each saw is reconditioned and filed to pretty good specifications; that does not mean that
they are perfect; they are only as perfect as I can make them;

4.   Each Sawyer must commit to use the saw on clearing logs from public trails and not to
just hang the saw on walls of barns;

5.   Each Sawyer must commit to proper care of the saw as follows:
a.   Do not cut dirt or rocks if it can be avoided;
b.   Clean all wood debris off the teeth when you are through sawing for the day;
c.   Oil the saw and hang it from a finishing nail so it hangs straight;
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d.   Do not leave the saw hanging in the rain or an unprotected area;
e.   When it needs to be tuned up, make sure the filer has the expertise to file it;

6.   If you quit working on trails get the saw to someone who will respect it or get it back to
me and I will re-assign it to someone who will work on the trails;

7.   Each of the saws was donated to me for the purpose of putting them back to work on the
trails; that is my commitment to the donor and I will expect the same commitment from each
of you;

8.   Each Saw is identified with the name of the donor; I can provide contact information to
you if a Sawyer wants to write to thank the Donor and assure them that the saw is working
in the woods;

9.   With proper care these saws will cut many logs before needing to be refiled; as your
experience increases you will be able to tell when it needs to be fine-tuned;

10. These saws are going out to members of BCHA and partner organizations. and
independent sawyers; greet all sawyers and trail workers as family and work in harmony
with them; the saw they are using may just be the other half of your saw.

11. These saws are not on loan. They will belong to the Sawyer.

In order to apply for one or more saws, contact Darrell Wallace
dlwallace700@gmail.com.

If you wish to have the saw delivered to Casper,
you will need to apply before March 8th.

CLICK HERE FOR TO DOWNLOAD PDF.

PUBLIC LANDS
BCHA encourages all members to use the E-Bike Reporting

Form and the Horse Camp Incident Form when they see
problems.

E-BIKE REPORTING FORM

HORSE CAMP INCIDENT FORM

CHAPTERS

Burnt Cabin project
Backcountry Horsemen of Missoula completed a work project at Burnt Cabin on July 14th-17th
2023. Burnt cabin is located about 8.5 miles up Monture trail #27 from the Monture trailhead which
is close to the town of Ovando Montana. Burnt Cabin sits at the trail junction that takes you either
over Limestone pass (trail # 402) or you can continue over Hahn pass into the heart of the Bob
Marshall wilderness. There is a beautiful Creek that flows right next to the cabin called Burnt
Cabin Creek that provides water to travelers and the stock tank in the two corrals. The cabin, hay
shelter and corrals are used by Forest Service trail workers, wilderness rangers, and forest
service volunteers like us.

READ MORE HERE...

CONGRATULATIONS KANSAS...10 YEARS!
Have Kansas public land managers taken notice of the
work the Kansas Chapter of Back Country Horsemen of
America is doing in the Sunflower State? You bet they
have, especially when BCHKS shares with them the
volunteer hours spent on trail building and
maintenance each year! This year, BCHKS celebrates 10
years of maintaining and building equestrian and

multiuse trails and, since 2014, has contributed 29,538 hours with a value of $1,902,543.
These numbers talk, and public land managers have become well aware that Kansas
equestrians are willing to do the work necessary to keep trails open.
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READ MORE HERE...

Wind creek BCHA
We have opened the Blue Trail! It has been closed for 7 years due to
tornado damage and we finally have cleared it and in the process of
marking it.

Steve Lathem, chairman

2024 NATIONAL BOARD MEETING

REGISTER SOON!
Reserve your room now

​2024 National Board Meeting
March 24th - 27th, 2024

Last Day for Discounted Room Rates is
February 23rd.

Ramkota Hotel & Conference Center
800 N Poplar - Casper, WY. 82601

CONFERNECE REGISTRATION HERE

BOOK HOTEL ROOM ONLINE HERE

YOUTH GRANTS

YOUTH GRANTS ARE
STILL AVAILABLE
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DON'T WAIT!
This is a great opportunity for chapters.

Click here for the grant application
​

Youth Grant Directions

CLICK HERE TO APPLY ONLINE

VOLUNTEER HOURS & AWARDS

If You Have Not Sent in Volunteer Hours...
PLEASE EMAIL THEM TO JOHN CHEPULIS Due January 31,2024

Volunteer@bcha.org

Double Diamond Award
Due by February 20th, 2024

CHECK OUT THE DOUBLE DIAMOND AWARDS PAGE ON THE WEBSITE.
https://www.bcha.org/volunteering/

"How to report volunteer hours video"
​contact Craig Ferdig @ sieratino@gmail.com

Click Here for more Volunteer Hours info and Double Diamond Award

2024 Equisure Equine Insurance

TIME TO RENEW YOUR EQUISURE INSURANCE OR
SIGN UP FOR THE FIRST TIME

$1,000,000 Coverage for $20 Individual or $40 for a family.

CLICK HERE FOR FAQ

CLICK HERE FOR APPLICATION

PROMOTIONAL ITEMS

You can now order online.
Click Here to Order

Email michellewade@bcha.org for more information

Keeping Trails Open for All

BCHA OPERATIONS DONATION HERE

CHAPTER SUPPORT GRANT DONATION

SHARE YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS!
Does your chapter have a trail, project or great story you would like to share? Please
send them to michellewade@bcha.org. We will do our best to include them here.
Limit pictures to 2
Provide description: project, place, purpose, etc. No more than one paragraph.
Please include the name of person and chapter submitting the pictures.

2023-2024 BCHA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Mark Himmel Chairman
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Craig Ferdig Vice Chairman

Kathy Young Treasurer

Sherry Copeland Past Chairman

Craig Allen Director

Jim Allen Director

Dan Key Director

Tom Thomas Non-Director

Greg Schatz Non-Director
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